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38 CFR Ch. I (7-1-97 Edition)§ 1.524

§ 1.523 [Reserved]

§ 1.524 Persons authorized to rep-
resent claimants.

A duly authorized representative will
be:

(a) Any person authorized in writing
by the claimant to act for him or her,

(b) An attorney who has filed the dec-
laration required by § 14.629(b)(1) of this
chapter, or

(c) His or her legally constituted fi-
duciary, if the claimant is incom-
petent. Where for proper reasons no le-
gally constituted fiduciary has been or
will be appointed, his or her spouse, his
or her children, or, if the claimant is
unmarried, either of his or her parents
shall be recognized as the fiduciary of
the claimant.

[33 FR 6536, Apr. 30, 1968]

§ 1.525 Inspection of records by or dis-
closure of information to recog-
nized representatives of organiza-
tions and recognized attorneys.

(a)(1) The accredited representatives
of recognized organizations (§ 14.627 of
this chapter) holding appropriate
power of attorney and recognized at-
torneys (§ 14.629(b) of this chapter) with
the written authorization of the claim-
ant may, subject to the restrictions
imposed by paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, inspect the claims, insurance and
allied folders of any claimant upon the
condition that only such information
contained therein as may be properly
disclosed under §§ 1.500 through 1.526
will be disclosed by him or her to the
claimant or, if the claimant is incom-
petent, to his or her legally constituted
fiduciary. Under the same restrictions,
it is permissible to release information
from and permit inspection of loan
guaranty folders in which a request for
a waiver of the debt of a veteran or his
or her spouse has been received, or
where there has been a denial of basic
eligibility for loan guaranty benefits.
All other information in the files shall
be treated as confidential and will be
used only in determining the status of
the cases inspected or in connection
with the presentation to officials of the
Department of Veterans Affairs of the
claim of the claimant. The heads of
field facilities and the directors of the
services concerned in Central Office

will each designate a responsible offi-
cer to whom requests for all files must
be made, except that managers of cen-
ters with insurance activities will des-
ignate two responsible officials, rec-
ommended by the division chiefs con-
cerned, one responsible for claims and
allied folders and the other for insur-
ance files. The term claimant as used in
this paragraph includes insureds.

(2) In the case of a living veteran a
representative acting under a power of
attorney from any person not acting on
behalf of the veteran will not be per-
mitted to review the records of the vet-
eran or be furnished any information
therefrom to which the person is not
entitled, i.e., information not relating
to such person alone. Powers of attor-
ney submitted by the other person will
be considered ‘‘Limited’’ and will be so
noted when associated with the veter-
an’s records. The provisions of this sub-
paragraph are also applicable to recog-
nized attorneys and the requisite dec-
larations filed by them.

(3) When power of attorney does not
obtain, the accredited representative
will explain to the designated officer of
the Department of Veterans Affairs the
reason for requesting information from
the file, and the information will be
made available only when in the opin-
ion of the designated officer it is justi-
fied; in no circumstances will such rep-
resentatives be allowed to inspect the
file; in such cases a contact report will
be made out and attached to the case,
outlining the reasons which justify the
verbal or written release of the infor-
mation to the accredited representa-
tive.

(4) In any case where there is an
unrevoked power of attorney or dec-
laration of representation, no persons
or organizations other than the one
named in such document shall be af-
forded information from the file except
under the conditions set forth in
§ 14.629(b)(2) of this chapter. When any
claimant has filed notice with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs that he or
she does not want his or her file in-
spected, such file will not be made
available for inspection.
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